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1R�HV�QLQJ~Q�VHFUHWR�TXH�0DULDQR�7RUUHV�\�5HLQKDUG�/LHKU�KDQ�HVWDGR�LPSXOVDQGR�HVWH�LPSRUWDQWH�
SUR\HFWR�GH�LQYHVWLJDFLyQ�VREUH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�HOpFWULFDV��GHQWUR�GH�XQ�SUR\HFWR�PiV�YDVWR�VREUH�OD�KLV-
WRULD�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�H[WUDQMHUDV�HQ�0p[LFR��GHVGH�KDFH�PXFKRV�DxRV��GH�PDQHUD�SDXVDGD�\�D�YHFHV�PH�
SDUHFH�TXH�FDVL�VLOHQFLRVD��3HUR�KH�DTXt�TXH�GHEH�FRQRFHUVH�PHMRU�HVWH�H[FHOHQWH�OLEUR��ELHQ�HGLWDGR��
TXH�LQFOX\H���HQVD\RV��/D�LQWURGXFFLyQ��XQ�H[FHOHQWH�HQVD\R�SDQRUiPLFR�\�XQDV�FRQFOXVLRQHV�SRU�ORV�
HGLWRUHV��TXH�FRQVWLWX\HQ�OD��HQWUDGD�\�VDOLGD�GHO�YROXPHQ�\�FXDWUR�FDStWXORV�VREUH�GLVWLQDV�HPSUHVDV�
HOpFWULFDV�\�WUDQYLDULDV�HQ�GLIHUHQWHV�UHJLRQHV�GH�0p[LFR�SRU�-RHO�$OYDUH]��$OPD�3DUUD��-DYLHU�2UWHJD��
(GXDUGR�)UtDV���

&RUUHVSRQGH�VHxDODU�TXH�HV�OD�SULPHUD�KLVWRULD�GH�FRQMXQWR�VREUH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�HOpFWULFDV�HQ�0p[LFR�
DQWHV�GH�ODV�QDFLRQDOL]DFLRQHV�GH�������(V�FLHUWR�TXH�H[LVWtDQ�DOJXQRV�WUDEDMRV�VREUH�WHPDV�HOpFWULFRV�
HQ�SHUtRGRV�PiV�UHFLHQWHV��GH�0LJXHO�:LRQF]HN�VREUH�HOHFWULFLGDG�\�SROtWLFDV�S~EOLFDV�\�GH�(QULTXH�GH�
OD�*DU]D�\�FRODERUDGRUHV�VREUH�OD�KLVWRULD�VRFLDO�\�VLQGLFDO�GHO�VHFWRU�HOpFWULFR��3HUR�HVRV�HVWXGLRV�QR�
HUDQ�SURSLDPHQWH�QL�KLVWRULD�HFRQyPLFD�QL�KLVWRULD�GH�HPSUHVDV�\�SRU�HOOR�HO�YROXPHQ�TXH�DKRUD�FRPHQ-

WDPRV�HV�XQD�REUD�TXH�DEUH�PXFKDV�QXHYDV�YHQWDQDV�GH�OD�KLVWRULD�HPSUHVDULDO�PH[LFDQD��6REUH�WRGR�
HV�XQ�FDStWXOR�IXQGDPHQWDO�GH�OD�KLVWRULD�HQHUJpWLFD�GH�0p[LFR��WHPD�TXH�GHELHUD�OODPDU�OD�DWHQFLyQ�HQ�
HVWH�PRPHQWR�FXDQGR�D�HVFDOD�PXQGLDO�KD\�XQD�FUHFLHQWH�SUHRFXSDFLyQ�SRU�ORV�UHFXUVRV�HQHUJpWLFRV��HO�
GHVDUUROOR�VXVWHQWDEOH�\�HO�IXWXUR�GH�OD�KXPDQLGDG�HQ�VX�ODUJD��FRPSOHMD�\�HQ�YHFHV�H[SROLDGRUD�UHODFLyQ�
con la naturaleza. 

(V�FODUR�TXH�QR�VH�SXHGH�HQWHQGHU�OD�PRGHUQL]DFLyQ�HFRQyPLFD�GH�0p[LFR�HQ�HO�VLJOR�;;�VLQ�DQDOL-
]DU�HO�WHPD�GH�OD�HQHUJtD�\�GH�OD�HOHFWULFLGDG�SHUR�KDVWD�DKRUD�QR�KD�PHUHFLGR�OD�DWHQFLyQ�TXH�PHUHFH�\�
SRU�HOOR�FHOHEUR�HVWH�OLEUR��(Q�HIHFWR��VLQ�DQDOL]DU�HO�WHPD�GH�OD�HQHUJtD�\�GH�OD�HOHFWULFLGDG�QR�VH�SXHGH�
HQWHQGHU�OD�KLVWRULD�GH�ORV�WUDQVSRUWHV��OD�KLVWRULD�LQGXVWULDO��OD�KLVWRULD�DJURLQGXVWULDO�\�GHO�UHJDGtR��R�OD�
KLVWRULD�GH�OD�XUEDQL]DFLyQ��TXL]i�HO�IHQyPHQR�VREUHVDOLHQWH�GH�ORV�FDPELRV�TXH�WXYLHURQ�OXJDU�GHVGH�
¿QHV�GHO�VLJOR�;,;�\�D�OR�ODUJR�GHO�VLJOR�;;�HQ�0p[LFR��

Lor primeros agentes dinámicos de esta gran transformación fueron las empresas eléctricas desde 

�����HQ�DGHODQWH��&RPR�QRV�FXHQWDQ�ORV�DXWRUHV��PXFKDV�GH�ODV�SHTXHxDV�FRPSDxtDV�SULPLJHQLDV�IXHURQ�
DEVRUELGDV�SRU�HPSUHVDV�PXFKR�PiV�JUDQGHV��'H�KHFKR��GHER�VXEUD\DU�TXH�HO�WUDEDMR�GH�KXUJDU�HQ�ORV�
DUFKLYRV�SHUWLQHQWHV�HQ�0p[LFR��*UDQ�%UHWDxD�\�&DQDGi�HV�XQR�GH�ORV�PpULWRV�TXH�H[SOLFD�TXH�ORV�DXWR-

UHV�QRV�SXHGDQ�KDFHU�HVWH�UHODWR�WDQ�DPSOLR�
(Q�HVHQFLD�HO�OLEUR�QRV�GLFH�TXH�VH�SURGXMR�XQD�VHFXHQFLD�GH�tres grandes períodos HQ�HVWD�KLVWRULD�

GLQiPLFD�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�HOpFWULFDV�H[WUDQMHUDV�HQ�0p[LFR��(QWUH������\�SULQFLSLRV�GHO�VLJOR�;;��VH�
DQDOL]DQ�ODV�HPSUHVDV�SLRQHUDV��PXFKDV�GH�HOODV�KLGURHOpFWULFDV��£TXH�XVDEDQ�OD�IXHU]D�GHO�DJXD�SDUD�SUR-

GXFLU�OX]��(Q�HVWD�HWDSD�GHO�SRU¿ULDWR�HV�QRWDEOH�REVHUYDU�OD�IXHUWH�competencia entre empresas locales.

(Q�XQD�VHJXQGD�HWDSD�VH�IXHURQ�FUHDQGR�HPSUHVDV�PiV�JUDQGHV�\�FRQVROLGDGDV��HQ�JHQHUDO�D�SDUWLU�
GH�OD�DEVRUFLyQ�GH�ODV�PiV�SHTXHxDV�\�VX�WUDQVIRUPDFLyQ�HQ�JUDQGHV�FRQVRUFLRV��(VWH�HV�HO�FDVR�GH�OD�
Mexican Light and Power�±�HVWXGLDGD�SRU�/LHKU�\�7RUUHV�\�WDPELpQ�SRU�-RHO�$OYDUH]�HQ�VX�HVWXGLR�GH�OD�
HPSUHVD�GH�WUDQYtDV�GH�&LXGDG�GH�0p[LFR�±��HVWUHFKDPHQWH�YLQFXODGD�D�OD�DQWHULRU��

(VWDV�HPSUHVDV�HUDQ�FRQWURODGDV�SRU�FDSLWDOHV�FDQDGLHQVHV��EDMR�HO�IRUPDWR�GH�free standing compa-
nies��TXH�SRGHPRV�WUDGXFLU�FRPR�HPSUHVDV�LQWHUQDFLRQDOHV�OLEUHV��DQWHV�GH�ODV�multinacionales). Los 

HGLWRUHV�KDQ�LPSXOVDGR�HO�HVWXGLR�GH�HVWH�WLSR�GH�HPSUHVDV�TXH�HUDQ�IUHFXHQWHV�HQ�ORV�IHUURFDUULOHV��PLQH-
UtD�\�HOHFWULFLGDG�HQ�HVWD�HUD��6X�SROtWLFD�X�HVWUDWHJLD�IXH�OD�GH�JHQHUDU�monopolios naturales��GRPLQDQGR�
OD�SURGXFFLyQ�HOpFWULFD�HQ�FLHUWDV�UHJLRQHV��HQ�HO�FDVR�GH�OD�Mexican Light�HQ�HO�FHQWUR�GH�OD�UHS~EOLFD��\�



84 Asociación Uruguaya de Historia Económica 

RESEÑA BIBLIOGRÁFICA Compañías eléctricas extranjeras en méxico, 1880-1960.

GRPLQDQGR�HO�WUDQVSRUWH�XUEDQR�PiV�LPSRUWDQWH�TXH�HUDQ�ORV�WUDQYtDV��TXH�WDPELpQ�VH�FRQVWLWX\HURQ�HQ�
JUDQGHV�FRPSDxtDV��

Uno de los fenómenos más interesantes con repecto a la Mexican Light and Power y la empresa 

WUDQYLDULD�DVRFLDGD�HV�TXH�ORJUDURQ�VREUHYLYLU�D�OD�UHYROXFLyQ�SHVH�D�ORV�HPEDWHV�QDFLRQDOLVWDV�GHVFULWRV�
WDQ�ELHQ�HQ�HO�HQVD\R�GH�-RHO�$OYDUH]��(OOR�QRV�KDEOD�GH�ODV�FRQWUDGLFFLRQHV�GH�OD�SURSLD�H[SHULHQFLD�
UHYROXFLRQDULD��DO�LJXDO�TXH�HQ�HO�FDVR�GH�OD�EDQFD��LQFDXWDGD�SRU�&DUUDQ]D��(Q�ORV�DxRV�GH�����������
HO�QDFLRQDOLVPR�UHYROXFLRQDULR�VH� WRUQy�HVWDWLVWD��SHUR�SRVWHULRUPHQWH�VH� WUDQVIRUPy�\�VH�SURGXMR�XQ�
UHJUHVR�DO�PHUFDGR��DXQTXH�GL¿FLOPHQWH�VH�SRGUtD�KDEODU�GH�OLEUH�PHUFDGR��QL�GH�SDUWH�GHO�(VWDGR�QL�GH�
las empresas mayores. 

2WUR�JUXSR�GH�HPSUHVDV�TXH�WDPELpQ�ORJUDURQ�VREUHYLYLU�D�ORV�HPEDWHV�UHYROXFLRQDULRV�IXHURQ�ODV�GH�
:HHWPDQ�3HDUVRQ��HO�FRQWUDWLVWD�GHO�'RQ�3RU¿ULR���TXH�FRQVWUX\y�HO�JUDQ�FDQDO��HO�)HUURFDUULO�GH�7HKXDQ-

WHSHF��ORV�SXHUWRV�GH�6DOLQD�&UX]�\�&RDW]DFRDOFRV�\�TXH�HVWDEOHFLy�DOJXQDV�GH�ODV�SULPHUDV�HPSUHVDV�
SHWUROHUDV�HQ�HO�SDtV��<R�SHUVRQDOPHQWH�QR�VDEtD�GH�OD�LPSRUWDQFLD�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�HOpFWULFDV�GH�3HDUVRQ��
FRQFHQWUDGDV�VREUH�WRGR�HQ�HO�RULHQWH�GHO�SDtV�LQLFLDOPHQWH��SHUR�OXHJR�H[WHQGLpQGRVH�KDVWD�IRUPDU�XQ�
JUDQ�DUFR�GH�FRPSDxtDV��(O�HQVD\R�GH�$OPD�3DUUD�SHUPLWH�HQWHQGHU�HVWH�IHQyPHQR�\�FRQVWLWX\H�XQ�FD-
StWXOR�HQWHUDPHQWH�QRYHGRVR�HQ�OD�KLVWRULD�HFRQyPLFD�GH�0p[LFR��6X�HVWXGLR�GH�ORV�SDSHOHV�GHO�DUFKLYR�
GH�3HDUVRQ�HQ�,QJODWHUUD�VRQ�XQD�DSRUWDFLyQ�IXQGDPHQWDO�

+DFLD�PHGLDGRV�GH�ORV�DxRV�GH������VH�LQLFLD�XQD�WHUFHU�IDVH�HQ�OD�KLVWRULD�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�HOpFWULFDV�
HQ�0p[LFR��TXH�VH�GHELy��VREUH�WRGR��D�FDPELRV�HQ�OD�HVWUXFWXUD�¿QDQFLHUD�\�GH�RUJDQL]DFLyQ�D�QLYHO�
PXQGLDO�GH�ODV�¿UPDV�HOpFWULFDV��$SDUHFLHURQ�DKRUD�JUDQGHV�³holdings´��KDVWD�FLHUWR�SXQWR�XQD�QXHYD�
IRUPD�GH�RUJDQL]DFLyQ�HPSUHVDULDO�\�GH�LQYHUVLyQ���TXH�IXHURQ�DEVRUELHQGR�JUDQ�SDUWH�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�
HOpFWULFDV�\�WUDQYLDULDV�D�HVFDOD�LQWHUQDFLRQDO��(Q�0p[LFR�HV�HO�FRQVRUFLR�GH�OD�6R¿QD�GH�%pOJLFD�OD�TXH�
WRPD�OD�GHODQWHUD�GHVGH������\�YD�D�DEVRUEHU�OD�PD\RU�SDUWH�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�GH�OD�Mexican Light and 
Power��FDQDGLHQVH��/D�6R¿QD�IXH�XQ�holding LQPHQVR�FRQ�LQWHUHVHV�HQ�XQD�GHFHQD�GH�SDtVHV��SHUR�DGH-
PiV�WXYR�XQD�SDUWLFLSDFLyQ�PX\�IXHUWH�HQ�iPELWRV�QR�VyOR�GH�OD�LQGXVWULD�VLQR�GH�OD�SROtWLFD��FRPR�OR�
LOXVWUDQ�FDStWXORV�D�YHFHV�WXUELRV�R�HVFDQGRORVRV�GH�VX�KLVWRULD�HQ�(VSDxD��$UJHQWLQD�\�%UDVLO���/D�UD]yQ�
HUD�TXH�HVWRV�holdings�SRGHURVtVLPRV�EXVFDEDQ�REWHQHU�WDULIDV�\�FRQFHVLRQHV�IDYRUDEOHV�SDUD�H[SDQGLU�
VXV�QHJRFLRV�\�HVWDEOHFHU�FXDVL�PRQRSROLRV��ORV�FXDOHV�SRGUtDQ�JDUDQWL]DU�XQD�DOWD�UHQWDELOLGDG�SDUD�VXV�
LQYHUVRUHV��TXH�VROtDQ�VHU�GH�PLOODUHV�GH�LQYHUVRUHV�GH�YDULDV�QDFLRQHV����

El otro gran holding era el American and Foreign Power Company��TXH�HUD�XQ�GHVSUHQGLPLHQWR�GH�OD�
General Electric�HQ�IRUPD�GH�XQD�JUDQ�¿QDQFLHUD�LQWHUQDFLRQDO��OD�FXDO�HYHQWXDOPHQWH�DEVRUELy�OD�PD\RU�
SDUWH�GH�ODV�HPSUHVDV�GHO�JUXSR�EULWiQLFR�GH�3HDUVRQ�HQ�0p[LFR��VREUH�WRGR�GHVGH������

(QWUH� DPERV�KROGLQJV� ORJUDURQ�PDQWHQHU� HO� FRQWURO� GH� OD�PD\RU� SDUWH� GH� ODV� HPSUHVDV� HOpFWULFDV�
KDVWD�OD�QDFLRQDOL]DFLyQ�HQ�������4XH�SXGLHUDQ�VREUHYLYLU�D�OD�*UDQ�'HSUHVLyQ�H�LQFOXVLYH�SURVSHUDU��
SHVH�D�LQQXPHUDEOHV�SUREOHPDV�HFRQyPLFRV�SHUR�WDPELpQ�VLQGLFDOHV��ORV�VLQGLFDWRV�GH�HOpFWULFRV�IXHURQ�
VLHPSUH�PX\�FRPEDWLYRV���HV�UHÀHMR�GH�TXH�OD�HQHUJtD�TXH�SURGXFtDQ�WHQtD�XQD�FUHFLHQWH�GHPDQGD��\�
pVWD�QR�KL]R�VLQR�DXPHQWDU�GHVSXpV�GH�OD�6HJXQGD�*XHUUD�0XQGLDO�\�ORV�SURFHVRV�GH�LQGXVWULDOL]DFLyQ�\�
XUEDQL]DFLyQ�WDQ�UiSLGRV�YLYLGRV�HQ�0p[LFR�HQ�HVD�pSRFD��

(O�OLEUR�HGLWDGR�SRU�/LHKU�\�7RUUHV�QR�VH�OLPLWD�D�HVWXGLDU�ORV�SULQFLSDOHV�FRQVRUFLRV�GHO�UDPR��VLQR�
TXH�QRV�RIUHFH�HQWUDGDV�LPSRUWDQWHV�VREUH�RWUDV�HPSUHVDV��HO�HVWXGLR�GH�-DYLHU�2UWHJD�VREUH�OD�Compa-
ñía de Transmisión Eléctrica de Potencia�HQ�HO�(VWDGR�GH�+LGDOJR�HQ�HO�SHULRGR������������HO�WUDEDMR�
GH�(GXDUGR�)ULDV�6DUPLQHWR�VREUH�OD�LQGXVWULD�HOpFWULFD�HQ�6LQDORD�HQWUH������\������VRQ�HMHPSODUHV��
3HUR�WDPELpQ�OR�HV�HO�HVWXGLR�GH�5HLQKDUG�\�0DULDQR�VREUH�ODV�PXOWLQDFLRQDOHV�HOpFWULFDV�DOHPDQDV�HQ�
0p[LFR��HQWUH������\��������3RUTXH�DSDUWH�GH�OD�SURGXFFLyQ�HOpFWULFD��OD�RWUD�FDUD�GH�HVWD�LQGXVWULD�HV�OD�
SDUWH�WHFQROyJLFD��OD�SURGXFFLyQ�GH�WXUELQDV�\�HTXLSR�GH�WRGR�WLSR��FRPR�OD�TXH�SURGXFtDQ�OD�Siemens y 

la AEG��DOHPDQDV��ORV�JUDQGHV�FRPSHWLGRUHV�GH�OD�General Electric y la Westinghouse. Su importancia 

QR�HV�GHVGHxDEOH��6L�ELHQ� OD�AEG y la Westinghouse�GHFOLQDURQ�HQ� ORV�~OWLPRV�GHFHQLRV�� OD�General 
Electric�VH�FRQYLUWLy�HQ�OD�PD\RU�HPSUHVD�LQGXVWULDO�GH�ORV�(VWDGRV�8QLGRV��MXQWR�FRQ�OD�HPSUHVD�Exxon 

de petróleo) y la Siemens�HV�HO�OtGHU�LQGLVFXWLEOH�HQ�$OHPDQLD��(Q�UHVXPLGDV�FXHQWDV��HO�OLEUR�QRV�KDEOD�
GHO�SDVDGR�SHUR�WDPELpQ�QRV�SHUPLWH�UHÀH[LRQDU�VREUH�XQRV�WHPDV�TXH�VRQ�SHUWLQHQWHV�SDUD�OD�DFWXDOLGDG��


